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RIGHTEOUS AMONG THE NATIONS IN UKRAINE:
HEROIC DEEDS AND MEMORY.
The Role of Orthodox Clergy and Believers in Saving
the Jewish Population from the Holocaust during
the World War 11

The purpose of the study. To examine the role and participation
of the Orthodox clergy and believers in saving the Jewish population from
the Holocaust during the World War II and to understand the Babyn
Yar tragedy in order to perpetuate the memory of the Holocaust victims
and the “righteous among the nations” in Ukraine. The methodological
Jfoundations of the study are based on the principles of historicism, sci-
entific objectivity, systematicity, and a dialectical approach to historical
phenomena. In accordance with the aim and objectives, a combination
of general scientific, interdisciplinary, and special research methods was
used. Scientific novelty. The author analyses the evidence and statistics
on the participation of Orthodox clergy and believers in saving the Jewish
population from the Holocaust during the World War 11. It is empha-
sised that the rescue and hiding of Jews by Ukrainians during the Ger-
man occupation was, without exaggeration, a sacrificial and heroic feat,
because, according to the orders of the occupation authorities, not only
those who did it, but also all members of their families were threatened
with execution. Examples are given of how the rescue of Jews by Ukrain-
ians was not just the actions of individual citizens, but of entire groups
of people, including fellow villagers. It is noted that the actual number
of Ukrainians who saved Jews from the Holocaust is actually many times

12

pobnemu ictopii [onokocty: ykpaiHcekuit Bumip, 17, 2025.



Serhii Shumylo. RIGHTEOUS AMONG THE NATIONS IN UKRAINE: HEROIC DEEDS AND MEMORY...

higher than the official Yad Vashem data. It is noted that there are at
least 1436 residents of different regions of Ukraine who are officially
classified as “righteous among the nations” in other countries. Thus, if
we add to the official figure of 2673 Ukrainian righteous people another
1436 residents of different regions of Ukraine on the lists of other coun-
tries, we will have at least 4 109 recognised “righteous people.” ! It is em-
phasised that in many of these cases, the religious beliefs of the rescuers
played an important role. This aspect is still the least studied. However,
there are grounds to say that the religious feelings and beliefs of many
Ukrainian Righteous were key to their choices and actions. Attention is
drawn to the problem that, due to the lack of sources and the irretrieva-
ble loss of eyewitnesses, it is now extremely difficult to determine the inner
motives of religious consciousness that influenced the feat of Ukrainian
saviours, as well as the names of many saviours who remain unknown. It
is noted that no thorough and systematic research has yet been conduct-
ed on the role of the Orthodox clergy and believers in saving the Jewish
population from the Holocaust during the World War I1. The author em-
phasises the need to continue searches and research that will help to dis-
cover new names and deeds of Ukrainian “righteous.” Attention is drawn
to the problem that, in the context of the current Russian-Ukrainian war,
the leadership of the Russian Orthodox Church actively uses and pro-
motes neo-imperial narratives of the “Russian world” in the Orthodox
environment to justify military aggression. Ukrainian war, the leadership
of the Russian Orthodox Church actively uses and promotes neo-im-
perial narratives of the “Russian world” in the Orthodox environment
to justify military aggression, which, as in Nazi Germany, are imbued
with xenophobic and anti-Semitic ideas. It is emphasized that the study,
promoting, and honoring the deeds and memory of the Righteous Among
the Nations will contribute to the formation of positive moral guidelines
among both priests and believers of Christian denominations in Ukraine,

! The author presents data on the Righteous Among the Nations as of January 1, 2021. This
data has now been updated, and according to official statistics from Yad Vashem, as of Janu-
ary 1, 2024, the title of Righteous Among the Nations has been awarded to 2,713 individuals
on the Ukrainian national list and to 1,506 individuals on other national lists who were living
in what is now Ukraine at the time of the rescue. In total, there are 4,219 Righteous Among
the Nations (calculations made by the “Tkuma”, Ukrainian Institute for Holocaust Studies
“Tkuma”) (Editor's note).
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thereby preventing the spread of pseudo-religious chauvinistic, xenopho-
bic, and Black Hundreds ideas.

Keywords: Holocaust, Babyn Yar, World War 1I, Yad Vashem,
Ukraine, Righteous Among the Nations.

The example of Christian priests — Rescuers and Righteous
Among the Nations — is important for Christian communities not
only in terms of highlighting the phenomenon of rescue in the con-
text of research into the tragic pages of the history of the Holocaust
in the 20™ century. Studying, popularizing, and honoring their deeds
can contribute to the formation of positive moral guidelines (in-
cluding for those who choose the path of priesthood) for Ukrainian
Orthodoxy and society in general. It is precisely such examples that
promote trust in the church, as opposed to the cultivation of chau-
vinistic, xenophobic, and Black Hundreds ideas, which have contin-
ued to spread within the Russian Orthodox Church since the days
of the Russian Empire. This is especially relevant in the con-
text of the current Russian-Ukrainian war, when the leadership
of the Russian Orthodox Church, in order to justify military aggres-
sion since 2014, has been actively using and promoting neo-imperial
narratives of the “Russian world”, which, as in Nazi Germany, are
steeped in xenophobic and anti-Semitic ideas.

When talking about the Holocaust during World War IT in Ukraine,
one of the most tragic pages in our history comes to mind — the trag-
edy of Babyn Yar in Kyiv. This place is a symbol of the horrific
crimes committed by the Nazi occupation regime against the Jewish,
Ukrainian and other peoples, and at the same time a sacred place
of remembrance for all of us. Over 100,000 people were shot here
between 1941 and 1943. Members of the Ukrainian and Soviet un-
derground, leaders of the Ukrainian national movement, Soviet pris-
oners of war, partisans, as well as the mentally ill, and many Roma.
But our fellow citizens of Jewish nationality suffered the most. Their
persecution by the Nazi regime had the character of total extermi-
nation on ethnic grounds, which undoubtedly meets the criteria
of Holocaust. In just two days, on 29—30 September 1941, the Nazis
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shot about 34,000 Jews in Babyn Yar.? Over the next few years, tens
of thousands of Jews and other nationalities continued to be killed
at Babyn Yar. Therefore, Babyn Yar is a shared place of tragedy
and memory for Jewish people, as well as for the Ukrainian, Roma,
and many others. Even Orthodox priests were shot here by the Nazis.

Metropolitan Mykola (Yarushevych), as a member of the Ex-
traordinary State Commission for the Establishment and Investiga-
tion of the Crimes of the Nazi Invaders, was one of the first to take
part in the inspection of Kyiv after its liberation in November 1943.
In his report he described in detail the tragedy of Babyn Yar and oth-
er places of mass executions of Jews and of other nationalities by
the occupiers in the city.

According to the testimony of Metropolitan Mykola, “more than
100,000 murdered people were buried in Babyn Yar”; and “in an an-
ti-tank ditch, not far from these ravines, about 25,000 more people
were buried.”* Near Babyn Yar, there was the so-called Syretsk camp
for Soviet prisoners of war and a concentration camp for civilians,
where mass executions of people of different nationalities also took
place. More than 800 more mentally ill people were killed on the ter-
ritory of the Kyiv Psychiatric Hospital. In addition, “on the banks
of the Dnipro River, behind the Lavra wall, near the wells of St. An-
thony and St. Theodosius, there was a camp for Jews, where about
500 able-bodied Jews were imprisoned,” who were also murdered by
the Nazis. *

Among other things, as Yarushevych notes in his report, in ad-
dition to the Jewish population, “the first victims of German vio-
lence among the churchmen of Kyiv” were the rector of the church
at the Baikove cemetery, Archpriest Pavlo Ostrensky, and the rec-
tor of the St. Nicholas church, Archimandrite Oleksandr (Vyshni-
akov), who were shot by the Germans under unclear circumstanc-
es in November 1941.5 Their bodies were buried with other victims
of the Babyn Yar massacres. This fact was even reflected

2 Patrick Dempsey, Babi Yar: A Jewish Catastrophe (Meashem: P. A. Draigh, 2005), 152.

® Hukonaii (Apywesuy), mutp. XypHan Mockosckoii natpnapxum 4 (nekabpb 1943): 20-21.
* Hukonaii (Apywesny), XypHan Mockosckoi natpuapxum, 22.

° Hukonaii (Apyweswy), XypHan Mockosckosi natpuapxum, 22—23.
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in the renowned work of Alexander Solzhenitsyn, The Gulag Archi-
pelago.® Among the victims of Babyn Yar, the name of the Orthodox
nun Esther is also mentioned, although more precise information
about her has unfortunately not been found.

According to the testimony of Metropolitan Mykola (Yaru-
shevych), among the victims of the Nazis in occupied Kyiv were
Abbot Irinarch (Kondarkin) and monk Arkady, who died of beat-
ings during their forced expulsion from the Kyiv Cave Monastery.
The Germans also murdered the centenarian nun Seraphima (Hol-
ubenkova) and her novice Olexandra.” There were also many vic-
tims of the Nazi regime among the Orthodox clergy in other regions
of occupied Ukraine.

The horrors of war, occupation, and the repressive actions
of the Nazi regime among the population revealed different sides
of their nature. There were those who, for various reasons, helped
the occupiers search for Jews and other “enemies of the Reich.” Such
actions are clearly condemnable. However, there were also many
cases in which our compatriots, risking their own lives and the lives
of their relatives and friends, saved Jewish families from certain death
by hiding them in their homes, providing them with forged docu-
ments, baptismal certificates, and the like.

There are thousands of such examples in Ukraine and they are
a source of national pride. Unfortunately, as most of these cases have
not been documented they remain unknown.

As an example, we can cite one of the testimonies of such heroic
deeds by the Orthodox priest Ignatii Hrohul’, who lived in the vil-
lage of Velyki Zahirtsi in the vicinity of Dubno in the Rivne region.
His wife Varvara and children Stepan and Yevhenia lived with him.
In 1942, they saved Arie-Leib’s daughter Yakira by secretly taking her
out of the ghetto and hiding her in their home. This is how the Jewish

& AnekcaHgp ConxeHnuplH, “PaccTpen apsikoHa HabepexHo-Hukonbckoii Lepkeu B Knese,”
Apxunenar ['YJIAI. 1918—1956: OnbIT XyB0XECTBEHHOMO UCCAEA0BAHUS, T. 3.

" Hukonaii (Apywesny), XypHan Mockosckoii natpuapxmm, 22; 0. H. Konbinosa, “Yiep6,
NPUYMHEHHbI Pycckoil npaBocnaBHOM Lepkeu B roabl Benukoii OTeyecTBEeHHON BOii-
Hbl (o matepuanam locynapcTeHHoro apxusa P®),” focyaapcTenHsiii apxus PO, nata
obpauwenus 20 aBrycra, 2021, https://statearchive.ru/1177.

16

pobnemu ictopii [onokocty: ykpaiHcekuit Bumip, 17, 2025.



Serhii Shumylo. RIGHTEOUS AMONG THE NATIONS IN UKRAINE: HEROIC DEEDS AND MEMORY...

girl Miriam Yakira (née Drukh), who was saved by this priest and his
family, recalled it in April 1991:

One day my father said that he had obtained a document for
me — now my name is Marusia, not Manechka... I was taken
to the forest, where a young peasant woman was waiting for me,
and she led me somewhere along a forest path for a long time. At
the exit from the forest, she left me and I continued my journey
alone. I got to a field, at the other end of which, on a hill, I saw
houses with sloping roofs... I went into the house to which I was
pointed and saw the priest there... I stayed in that house...

I remember well how once a dog barked loudly and I was
warned that the Germans were coming. I managed to run into
another room and crawl under the bed, covered with a goat’s
wool blanket that hung almost to the floor. The Germans were
already in the room. I lay quietly and heard their footsteps
and voices, saw their black boots. They turned around, searched
and left, but the fear did not leave our hearts...

And then suddenly cars with German soldiers arrived
in the village. They were quartered in the houses, and in ours
too. They looked tired and shabby. They demanded food from
us, a lot of food. I set the table for them, served them and cleaned
up after them. I was the only one who understood them — their
language was similar to Yiddish. They tried to talk to me, but
I did not respond, as if I did not understand. Once I heard one
German telling another that he could see by my eyes that I un-
derstood them, that I must be Jewish.

The priest and his family were very frightened and decided
to flee the village. When evening came, we hurried to the forest...
The Germans spotted us and started shooting. We ran towards
the forest, and the bullets whistled over our heads. It was hard
for me to run and they were dragging me. I don’t remember how
long we were hiding in the forest, I think it was several days. We
had little food, but I did not feel hungry. We returned to the vil-
lage after the Germans had left. The farm was ruined, the doors
of the house, pigsty and stables were all wide open. There were
no pigs or other animals...?

& “BocnomuHanus Mupbsam [pyx (ypoxaeHHoit Akupa), anpens 1991,” Yad Vashem, nata
obpawenus 20 asrycra, 2021, https://www.yadvashem.org/ru/righteous/stories/grogul/
drukh-testimony.html.
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This is just one example of the sacrificial service of the Ukrain-
ian Orthodox clergy, who risked their own lives to save Jews from
the Holocaust.

We can also mention another Ukrainian righteous man, Archpriest
Savelii Tsybulskyi (Tsybulnikov), rector of the Church of the Inter-
cession in Kakhovka, Kherson region. Before the war, he was re-
pressed for his religious beliefs by the Soviet regime. With the arrival
of the Germans, when the mass extermination of Jews began in Sep-
tember 1941, he baptised many Jewish children, saving them from
death.® However, with the advent of Soviet rule, he was imprisoned
again, serving his sentence from 1944 to 1954 in the Karaganda con-
centration camp. '° There he continued to serve and baptise prison-
ers illegally. After his release, he took monastic vows with the name
Sergius and lived as an archimandrite at the Assumption Monastery
in Odesa, where he died in 1964. "

Both of these priests are recognised as Righteous Among
the Nations.

On the initiative of the Yad Vashem Memorial Complex for
the Shoah and Heroism of the Jewish People, Israel grants the hon-
orary title of Righteous Among the Nations to those who saved Jews
during the World War II. There is a relevant Commission consisting
of prominent Israeli lawyers, historians, and representatives of Jew-
ish survivors of the Holocaust. Numerous testimonies and docu-
ments about the sacrificial deeds of these people are being collected
in different countries.

Unfortunately, in the USSR, the topic of the Holocaust was long
an ideological taboo. Because of this, the heroic deeds of our com-
patriots who saved Jews during the World War II was silenced. There
was no search for and collection of testimonies from living eyewit-
nesses. The awarding of the title of “Righteous Among the Nations”
to fellow citizens of capitalist Israel was obstructed in every possi-
ble way by the CPSU and KGB. The full implementation of such

° A. 96noHcbka, “Csito-MokpoBcbka Lepkea y Kaxosui (kiHeub XVII — noyatok XXI ct.).
3a marepianamu apxisHux axepen,” llisaeHHnii apxis. lctopnyni Hayku XXI1 (2006): 205-206.

0 NlepxaBHuii apxiB XepcoHebkoi obnacTi, ¢. 3727, on. 1, cnp. 4, apk. 61-62.
" q6énoHcbka, “CesTo-lMokpoBcbka Lepkea y Kaxosui,” 206.
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work in Ukraine became possible only after the collapse of the USSR
and the proclamation of state independence. However, an obstacle
to such work now is that many witnesses to those events have passed
away. 2

According to official data from Yad Vashem, as of 1 Janu-
ary 2021, 26738 citizens in Ukraine have been awarded the title
of Righteous Among the Nations. '* Officially, Ukraine ranks fourth
among the countries of the world in terms of the number of recog-
nised “Righteous Among the Nations” following France (4150"),
the Netherlands (5910 ') and Poland (71777).

At the same time, the actual number of Ukrainians who saved
Jews from the Holocaust is actually many times higher. As noted
on Yad Vashem’s official website, the officially announced “number
of Righteous in a given country does not necessarily indicate the ac-
tual number of rescue stories, but only reflects the cases of which
Yad Vashem is aware.” ® While the collection of such testimonies
in France or Holland has been going on since the 1960s, i.e. since
the creation of Yad Vashem, in Ukraine, as already noted, such work
began to be fully carried out only after 1991, which also naturally af-
fected the number of recognised “Righteous” in Ukraine.

It is also worth adding that because the territory of Ukraine was
divided between other neighbouring states before, during and after
the World War II, many natives of Ukrainian lands are often classi-
fied as “Righteous Among the Nations” in the lists of other countries,
including Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Romania
and Russia. At least 1436 residents of different regions of Ukraine are

2 |rop LLlynak, pen., lpaBeaHukn Hapogis ceity: JoigHuk (QHINPO: YKPaiHCLKUIA iHCTUTYT
BMBYeHHs fonokocty “Tkyma”, 2016), 10—11.

% According to the data as of January 1, 2024, 2,713 persons (Editor’s note).

4 “Ukraine. Righteous Among the Nations Honored by Yad Vashem by 1 January 2020,” Yad
Vashem, accessed August 20, 2021, https://www.yadvashem.org/yv/pdf-drupal/ukraine.pdf.

5 According to the data as of January 1, 2024, 4,303 persons (Editor's note).
6 According to the data as of January 1, 2024, 6,137 persons (Editor's note).
7 According to the data as of January 1, 2024, 7,318 persons (Editor's note).

'8 “Names of Righteous by Country. Statistics,” Yad Vashem, accessed August 20, 2021,
https://www.yadvashem.org/righteous/statistics.html.
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known to be officially classified as “Righteous Among the Nations”
by other countries.

Thus, if we add to the official figure of 2673 Ukrainian Right-
eous another 1436 residents of different regions of Ukraine accord-
ing to the lists of other countries, the total number would be at least
4109 recognised Righteous.

It is worth emphasising that the rescue and hiding of Jews dur-
ing the German occupation was, without exaggeration, a sacrificial
and heroic deed. After all, according to the orders of the occupation
authorities, not only those who did this were threatened with execu-
tion, but also all members of their families. And not just threatened,
but very often many Ukrainians paid for such actions with their own
lives. For example, there are many cases of Ukrainians being exe-
cuted for hiding Jews in the Vinnytsia, Dnipro, Kyiv, Lviv, Kharkiv,
and Poltava regions. >

Often, examples of Ukrainians saving Jews were not just the ac-
tions of individual citizens, but of entire groups of people, including
fellow villagers. For example, in some Ukrainian villages, local resi-
dents managed to shelter all Jews: in the village of Yaruga in Podillia,
they managed to hide not only local Jewish residents but also ref-
ugees; in the village of Rakovets in the Lviv oblast, villagers hid 33
Jewish families; in the village of Blahodatne in the Dnipro oblast,
30 Jews were saved. According to Jewish researchers, “their rescue
became possible only thanks to the collective support of the rest
of the village.” ?!

19 “IpaBefHWKN HAPOMiB CBITY, AKi NPOXMUBANW Ha TepuTopii YkpaiHn (3a cnmckamm iHWmx
KpaiH, 3a naHumu 94 Bawem, cuctematnsosato Iuctutytom “Tkyma”),” y flam’ati ykpainuis,
aKki patyBamm €speis nig yac [pyroi csitosoi BiiiHm, Irop LWynak T1a iH., yknag. ([QHinpo:
YKpaiHCbkuii iIHCTUTYT BUBYEHHS TonokocTy “Tkyma”, 2021), 153-238.

2 “Y6unu ofHOCENbYaH, npsTaBwKUX eBpees. AKT. XapbkoBckas o6nactb, [lepraueBckuii
p-H, c.CemeHoBka,” B JokymeHTbl 00BUHSIOT. X0NOKOCT. cBuUAETeNbCTBA KpacHoi Apmun,
®epnop Ceepanos, coct. (Mocksa: HayuHo-npocBeTuTenbekuii LeHTp “Xonokoct”, 1996), 55;
Lynak, pea., lpaBegHunkn Hapogis cBity, 12.

2 Unbst AnbTMaH, X0/10KOCT 1 €BPEViCKoe COnPOTUBAEHNE Ha OKKYIMMPOBAHHOW TEPPUTOPUM
CCCP (Mocksa: ®oHp, “Xonokoct”, 2002); [lam’sTi ykpainuis, ski paTyBamm €Bpeis nif Yac
Jpyroi csitoBoi BiiiHn, 17.
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As an example, I would like to cite another case in which a Ukrain-
ian family in the Zhytomyr region, guided by Christian beliefs, saved
the family of a future well-known Jewish figure. “My mother was
a teenager when her entire extended family was killed,” says Alex
Dukhovny, Chief Rabbi of the Association of Progressive Judaism,

Her father was the last rabbi of Ruzhyn. He was killed two
months before the liberation of this Jewish town. My mother
and her younger sister Bronia survived. They survived because
they were saved by the Ukrainian family of Volynets, who are
now among the Righteous Among the Nations. If it were not for
this Ukrainian family, I would not be standing before you, be-
cause my mother would not be alive. ?

Thanks to this Ukrainian family, Fania, Eva and Yevsei (Shika)
Dukhovny, as well as Bronia Kravchynska (Dukhovna) were rescued.
In 1999, their rescuers — Vasyl Volynets, Oleksandra Volynets (Park-
homyuk), Kateryna Volynets (Hladyshko) and their parents Agafi-
ya Volynets and Fedir Volynets — were awarded the title of “Right-
eous Among the Nations.” 2 Vasyl Volynets is the grandfather of my
friend, from whom I first learned about this history.

In many of these cases, the religious beliefs of the rescuers played
an important role. In their self-sacrificial deeds, at the risk of their
own lives, to save persecuted fellow citizens of Jewish nationali-
ty, many Ukrainians were guided by the Gospel commandments
of mercy, sacrifice, and love of neighbour. This aspect is still the least
studied. However, there is reason to believe that the religious feelings
and beliefs of many Ukrainian Righteous were key to their choices
and actions. And here we can really talk about both the heroic deeds

2 “MpaBegHuku  Hapopie  CBiTy.  YkpaiHcbkuit — BuMip,”  [piHYeHKO-iHpOPM,
pata  3BepHeHHs 10 BepecHs, 2021,  http://grinchenko-inform.kubg.edu.ua/
pravednyky-narodiv-svitu-ukrayinskyj-vymir/.

% “BonbiHey, ®emop, BonbiHeu Aradbs u ux getw: BonbiHeu Bacunuii, Mapxomiok
(BonbiHew) AnekcaHppa, Mmapblwko (BonbiHew) KatepuHa,” Yad Vashem, pata obpalieHus
10 ceHTabps, 2021, https://righteous.yadvashem.org/?searchType=all&language=ru&item-
1d=4045138&ind=268; “BonuHeub Bacunb,” [loptpetu. EnekTpoHHMIi OaHk AaHux mpo
yKkpaiHuig, siki B poku [pyroi cBITOBOI BiliHu pSTyBanmu XutTd €BpeiB, pata 3BEPHEHHS
10 BEPECHS, 2021, https://noptpetn.com.ua/pravedniki/render.php?lastname=
BonuHeub%20Bacunb&param=1.
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of righteousness and holiness. After all, we see vivid examples of how
believing Christians confirmed their faith with real deeds, often even
at the cost of their own lives.

Unfortunately, due to the lack of sources and the irretrievable loss
of the eyewitnesses themselves, it is very difficult to determine these
inner motives of religious consciousness that influenced the deeds
of the saviours.

Only a small percentage of testimonies unequivocally attest
to the religious component of such a deed. In particular, it has
been established that at least 65 Ukrainians recognised as “Right-
eous Among the Nations” were Orthodox Christians by religion.
Among them are 9 Orthodox priests. Another 45 righteous are list-
ed simply as Christians. There were also many Greek Catholics,
Baptists, Evangelicals, Roman Catholics, and Adventists. However,
in the case of more than 70 per cent of Ukrainian “righteous,” their
religion is unfortunately unknown.>* Therefore, we can assume that
the number of Orthodox, Greek Catholics and other believers among
the Ukrainian Righteous is many times greater. This is the subject
of a separate future study.

It is known that the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, led by
Metropolitan Andrei Sheptytsky, played a significant role in sav-
ing the Jews of Lviv and Galicia. Between 1942 and 1944, the head
of the UGCC saved about two hundred Jews. In particular,
the monks of the Assumption Univ Monastery and other monaster-
ies of the UGCC took part in the rescue operations. > However, Met-
ropolitan Andrei Sheptytsky has not yet been recognised as a “Right-
eous Among the Nations.”

Among the Ukrainian Orthodox clergy who saved Jews from
death during the Holocaust, the most famous is the feat of the Kyivan

2 According to the data as of January 1, 2016. See: Wynak, pen., [lpaBegHuku Hapoais
CBITY.

% “dx moHaxu cTyautn CBSATOYCMEHCHbKOI YHIBCbKOI naBpu y yacu [0n0KOCTY psATyBanm
eBpenchbkux piteir,” Karonmuybknii ornggay, pata 3sepHenHst 23 nunus, 2023, http://catholic-
news.org.ua/yak-monahi-studiti-svyatouspenskoyi-univskoyi-lavri-u-chasi-golokostu-
ryatuvali-ievreyskih-ditey; “Mpotu Teuii. Sk ykpaiHCbki MOHaxXM-CTYAUTU €BPEIB pATYBaNu
(inTeps’to tOpia Ckipun),” Curog Ennckonie YIKL, nata 3sepHeHHs 1 cepnng, 2020, https://
synod.ugcc.ua/data/proty-techiy-yak-ukraynski-monahy-studyty-vreyv-ryatuvaly-3688,.
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priest, Father Oleksii Hlaholev. However, this was not an isolated ex-
ample. Among the officially recognised “Righteous Among the Na-
tions” are also Ukrainian Orthodox priests Fr Mykhailo Dronchak,
Fr Fedir Zaviriukha and Fr Volodymyr Dlozewsky from Vinnytsia
region, Fr Mykhailo Klebanovsky from Donbas, Fr Ignatii Hrohul’
from Rivne region, Fr Savelii Tsybulsky (Tsybulnikov) from Kherson
region, Fr Ioan Shcherbanovych from Bukovyna, and Fr Jozsef Cse-
drik from Transcarpathia. These are only those who were officially
recognised as “Righteous Among the Nations.” And there are many
more whose names and deeds have been forgotten and need to be
searched for, researched, and restored. Among them are Archpriest
Mykola Romensky from Kremenchuk in the Poltava region, Fr Tri-
fon Bostaniuk from the Odesa region, priests I. Chubynsky (Varovy-
chi village in the Kyiv region), K. Omelianovsky, S. Ozhehovsky,
M. Herasymoyv, I. Shmyhol from the Kherson region, M. Rybchyn-
sky, F. Samuilyk, E. Heirokh from the Rivne region, and others.?
Abbess Flavia, the abbess of the Frolov Convent Monastery in Kyiv,
and her sisters also hid several Jewish children.? The same facts are
known about the sisters of the Trinity Brailov Monastery in Vin-
nytsia region and others. Representatives of both the autocephalous
and autonomous Orthodox churches of Ukraine took part in the res-
cue of Jews.

Unfortunately, no thorough and systematic research has yet been
conducted on the role of Orthodox clergy and believers in saving
the Jewish population from the Holocaust during World War I1. Let’s
hope that other steps, searches, and studies will follow, which will
help to discover new names and deeds of our true righteous.

The feat of rescue is a multidimensional phenomenon. Rescue ep-
isodes depended on many subjective factors. For some rescuers, one
of the motives was faith in the Almighty and the desire to follow His

% Muxaiino Kosanb, Ykpaina. 1939—1945: Manosigomi i HenpoyntaHi cTopiHku icTopii
(Kwnis, 1995), 103; Muxaun LLikaposckuit, XosmokocT u npaBocnasHasi Lepkosb (Mocksa:
Beue, 2016), 253-265; Bagum SkyHuH, Bknag Pycckoii [pasocnasHoii Liepksu B nobegy
HaA awn3mMoMm u U3MEHEHNEe rocyAapCTBEHHO-LEPKOBHbIX OTHOWEHUI B rofbl Bemukoii
oTe4ecTBeHHOV BoviHbl 1941—1945 rr. (Camapa, 2002), 222223, 231.

2 W.KostyH, “Pycckas [MpaBocnasHas Llepkosb,” B Xosmokoct Ha tepputopum CCCP.
SHuymnknoneamns (Mocksa, 2011), 881-882.
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commandments. Very often, when studying the practical side of res-
cue, the main thing is overlooked — what made people risk them-
selves and their loved ones for the sake of others. In fact, in the con-
text of the current Russian-Ukrainian war, which has lasted much
longer than anyone could have imagined in 2014, Ukrainian society
is facing not only objectively difficult material trials, but also moral
exhaustion and the risk of despair. Therefore, attention to and reflec-
tion on the experience of the past, in particular the phenomenon
of solidarity with victims and self-sacrifice, are becoming increasing-
ly relevant and important.

Their deeds deserve to be remembered, honoured and imitated.
For all of us, they are an example of true Christian righteousness
and holiness. They are an example of the Gospel commandments
of love for neighbours, mercy, selflessness and self-sacrifice, even at
the cost of their own lives. After all, as the Gospel says: “No one
has greater love than this to lay down one’s life for one’s friends”
(John 15:13).
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